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Types of Demolitions

 Punitive demolitions
Houses demolished as punishment for the actions of 
people associated with the houses – everything from 
political organizing to attacks on Israeli civilians. 
This policy was suspended by the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) in February 2005 after it reached the 
conclusion that rather than deterring attacks, punitive 
demolitions only enflamed the populace and led to 
more attacks. The practice was resumed on 19 January 
2009. Although punitive demolitions are presumed by 
most to be the main reason for house demolitions, they 
account for only 6% of all demolitions. 

 Administrative demolitions
Houses demolished for lack of a building permit. 
This happens in Area C and in East Jerusalem, under 
exclusive Israeli authority, though prior to the existence 

Five Decades 
of Displacement

of Areas A, B & C it occurred in other areas as well. 
Significantly, in almost all cases Palestinians have 
no choice but to build ‘illegally’, as permits are almost 
impossible to obtain. Israeli officials explain this type 
of demolition by stating that Palestinians are violating 
the zoning and planning laws and that the demolitions 
are merely law enforcement. This type of demolition 
accounts for approximately 23% of all demolitions. 

 Military/Land-clearing demolitions
Houses demolished by the IDF in the course of 
military operations for purposes of clearing off a piece 
of land (for whatever reason), achieving a military goal 
or killing alleged suspects as part of Israel’s policy of 
extrajudicial executions. Military demolitions account 
for about 47% of defined demolitions.

ICAHD is an Israeli peace and human rights organization dedicated to ending 

the Occupation and achieving a just peace between Israelis and Palestinians. In 

particular, ICAHD resists Israel’s policy of demolishing Palestinian homes in the 

Occupied Palestinian Territory. ICAHD estimates that some 26,000 Palestinian 

structures have been demolished in the Occupied Palestinian Territory since 1967, 

based on information collected from the Israeli Ministry of Interior, the Jerusalem 

Municipality, the Civil Administration, UN bodies and agencies, Palestinian, Israeli 

and international human rights groups, our field monitoring, and other sources.

This publication provides a political and normative analysis of the root causes 

and consequences of Israel’s displacement and demolition policy, focusing on the 

demolition of Palestinian homes and other structures in the Occupied West Bank.
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Feb 2012 310 People 
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Total 275
Residential 116

2009

Total 439
Residential 140

2010

Total 622
Residential 222

2011

Total 145
Residential 50

2012 Feb

Demolitions by Decade & Type 

2000- 
Feb 2012
12,191 1,905 1,454 2,774 7,554

1990-2000 1980-1990 1970-1980 1967-1970

Undefined

Military

Administrative

Punitive

3,716

7,804

873 674

2,100

2,187

5,367
360

492

89

1,545

671

94%

Demolitions by Type 
1967-2.2012 

47%

27%

23%

6%

Undefined

Military

Punitive

Administrative



Political Framework: 
Judaization, Ethnic Displacement, 
and Warehousing

The demolition of Palestinian homes is politically motivated 
and strategically informed. The goal is to sequester the 4 million 
residents of the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and Gaza to small 
enclaves, thus effectively foreclosing any viable Palestinian state 
and ensuring Israeli control, and to allow for the expropriation 
of land, the ethnic displacement of Palestinians, and the 
Judaization of the Occupied West Bank. 

Judaization refers to the view that Israel has actively sought to 
transform the physical and demographic landscape to correspond 
with a vision of a united and fundamentally Jewish land under 
Israeli sovereignty in historic Palestine. The policy of Judaization 
was first endorsed by the Israeli cabinet in 1949 in connection 
with the Galilee. Advocates of the policy stressed the need to 
create a Jewish majority in the Galilee so as to ensure that lands 
earmarked for an Arab state by United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution 181 could not be used in that manner. Ever since, Israel 
has pursued a concerted policy of Judaization consisting of land 
expropriation, demolitions, forced evictions and discriminatory 
development, displacing Palestinians and introducing Jewish 
inhabitants in their place. Government ministries and quasi-
governmental organizations openly continue to advance ‘evict 
and Judaize’ programmes, despite international remonstration.

Much as within Israel proper, we are witnessing a process of ethnic 
displacement and Judaization – institutionalized policies designed 
to alter the ethnic, religious or racial composition of an affected 
population: Palestinians residing in Area C of the Occupied 
West Bank and East Jerusalem. This strategy has resulted in many 
members of that population relocating to Areas A and B, which 
are nominally under Palestinian Authority control. Their decision 
to move is not necessarily by choice, but rather is due to the lack of 
viable alternatives. In other words, they are forced to leave. Israel’s 
policies also create a situation not only of displacement, but also 

“Palestinians are utterly 
frustrated by the impact of 

Israeli policies on their lives. 
They can‘t move freely around 

their territory. They can’t plan 
their communities. They are evicted 

from their homes. Their homes are 
regularly demolished. I don’t believe 
that most people in Israel have any idea 
of the way planning policies are used 
to divide and harass communities and 
families. They would not themselves 
like to be subjected to such behavior.”
United Nations Under-Secretary-General for 

Humanitarian Affairs, Baroness Valerie Amos, 

May 2011.
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the Palestinians would be deprived of meaningful 
national self-determination. The Palestinian entity 
would have only limited sovereignty and no viable 
economy, yet it would be expected to absorb all 
Palestinian refugees wishing to return. It would have 
no economic potential for development and could 
offer no prospect for its future generations. It has 
long been apparent that Israel would never accede to a 
viable and truly sovereign Palestinian state. When the 
Oslo process began in 1993, about 200,000 Israelis 
lived beyond the 1949 armistice lines (the Green 
Line); by the end of 2000 the number had doubled to 
400,000, and currently 520,000 settlers reside in the 
West Bank (including East Jerusalem). 

The term “warehousing” was originally applied to 
the millions of inmates in the world’s prisons who 
have “disappeared” from public consciousness behind 

of de facto forced deportation, which may rise to the 
level of a war crime. In some cases Palestinians have 
been physically deported from their communities and/
or denied return, such that Israel has indeed committed 
the war crime of forced deportation

Under the cantonization plan pursued by the current 
and previous Israeli governments, Israel would annex 
the settlement blocs, which contain 80% of the 
settlers, in addition to ‘Greater Jerusalem’ and the 
Jordan Valley. It would Judaize approximately 85% of 
historic Palestine as defined under British Mandate, 
leaving the Palestinians with disconnected enclaves on 
only 15% of the land. Israel would continue to control 
all the borders, all the sea- and airports, Palestinian 
airspace, the electromagnetic sphere, underground 
water aquifers and water conduction, and West Bank 
seam zones. In this version of the “two-state solution”, 

 © Activestills



concrete walls. It was then expanded to include the 
poor (a billion people locked permanently in the world’s 
29 largest urban slums) and “illegal” immigrants. 
Warehousing, when applied to a people such as the 
Palestinians, refers to a static situation of civil and 
political virtual imprisonment emptied of all political 
content and without redress or resolution. This is 
precisely what Israel intends – its Palestinian Bantustan 
encompassing around 15% of historic Palestine. In 
every aspect – historically, culturally, politically and 
economically – the Palestinians are warehoused.

Divergent from Israeli policies, according to the 
Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement of 1995, 
powers and responsibilities related to zoning and 
planning in Area C should have been transferred to 
Palestinian control within 18 months. However, that 
has not happened in the 17 years since its signing, and 

Israel continues to displace the Palestinian inhabitants 
of the West Bank, in contravention of international 
law and bilateral agreements.

Moreover, the European Union report on Area C and 
Palestinian State Building of July 2011 reads:

“The Palestinian presence in Area C has continuously 
been undermined through different administrative 
measures, planning regulations and other means 
adopted by Israel as occupying power. The increasing 
integration of Area C into Israel proper has left 
Palestinian communities in the same area ever more 
isolated. During the past year there has been a further 
deterioration of the overall situation in Area C. If 
current trends are not stopped and reversed, the 
establishment of a viable Palestinian state within the 
pre-1967 borders seems more remote than ever. The 
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window for a two-state solution is rapidly closing 
with the continued expansion of Israeli settlements 
and access restrictions for Palestinians in Area C, the 
only contiguous area in the West Bank surrounding 
Area A and B.”

United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, 
addressing the UN General Assembly 66th Session in 
September 2011, stated that: “Israel’s discriminatory 
planning restrictions result in the lack of building 
permits for the Palestinian population in the West 

Bank forcing them to build without permits and live 
under the constant threat of eviction and demolition. 
Moreover, in many cases, demolitions of Palestinian 
homes are frequently linked to settlement expansion. In 
addition to zoning and demolitions, Israeli authorities 
have practically prohibited Palestinians from having 
any access to the Jordan River through drilling wells 
to service settlements that have dried up Palestinians’ 
water sources, cutting Palestinian water lines, and 
confiscating Palestinian water tankers, tractors, sheep, 
and other property. Although they have failed to 



sufficiently plan for Palestinian villages in Area C, 
they have approved detailed plans for almost all Israeli 
settlements located in the West Bank.”
Referring to Israeli policies and practices in East 
Jerusalem, the Secretary General noted: 

“[…] a situation where Palestinians are forced to 
build without official permits and subsequently 
face the risk of demolition, heavy financial fines 
and displacement. Plans of the Israeli municipality 
of Jerusalem for the demolition of Palestinian 

structures in East Jerusalem demonstrate the 
link between the policy of demolition and that 
of settlement expansion in the city. Not only do 
policies and practices of zoning and planning make 
it virtually impossible for Palestinians to build 
to meet the natural growth of their communities, 
contrary to what is accorded to Israeli settler 
communities, but demolition of Palestinian 
structures built without permits is at times followed 
by building new or expanding existing Israeli 
settlements.”

 More on the practice of home demolitions in East Jerusalem can be 
found in No Home, No Homeland: A New Normative Framework for 
Examining the Practice of Administrative Home Demolitions in East 
Jerusalem.

 For an in-depth analysis of the 2011 displacement trends, see The 
Judaization of Palestine: 2011 Displacement Trends.
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In order to build homes in East Jerusalem and Area 
C, Palestinians must apply for a permit from those 
who control these areas – the Israeli authorities. The 
vast majority of demolition orders are issued because 
a home or structure has been built without an Israeli 
permit. Under Israeli zoning policy, Palestinians can 
build in just 13% East Jerusalem and in just 1% of Area 
C. In both cases these areas are already heavily built-
up areas. More than 94% of all Palestinian permit 
applications have been rejected in recent years. This 
means that when a family expands or a community 
wants to build infrastructure to meet its basic needs, 
the choice faced is between building without a permit 
or not building at all. Many end up building to meet 
their immediate needs in the hope that they will be 
able to avoid demolition.

(individual and collective rights in all spheres 

of life, and responsibility of the state to 

ensure them

Israel’s practices in the OPT violate the right to 
adequate housing enshrined in several bodies of 
international human rights law. Specifically, the 
human right to adequate housing is contained, inter 
alia, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
of 1948 (Art. 25(1)); the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of 1966 
(Art. 11); the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights of 1966 (Art. 17); the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination of 1969 (Art. 5(e)(iii)); the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1990 (Arts. 
16, 27); and General Comments 4 (1991) and 7 
(1997) of the UN Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights. Additionally, Israel’s policies 
and practices in Area C may very well constitute 
‘inhuman acts’ under Article 7(1)(d) and ‘war crimes’ 
under Article 8(2)(a)(iv) of the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court, as well as a violation 
of the UN Convention on the Suppression and 
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid of 1973.

The right to adequate housing is an essential 
component of the right to a decent standard of living. 
When guaranteed, it provides a foundation for the 
realization of other rights, including the rights to 
family, work, education and, ultimately, national 
self-determination. Israel is party to, and bound by, 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, which explicitly guarantees the right 
to adequate housing. Article 11.1 specifies: "The States 
Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of 
everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself 
and his family, including adequate food, clothing 
and housing, and to the continuous improvement of 
living conditions." The UN Committee on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights interpreted the content of 
human rights provisions in the Covenant (General 
Comment 4 – The right to adequate housing) so 
that the "right to housing should not be interpreted 
in a narrow or restrictive sense which equates it with, 
for example, the shelter provided by merely having 
a roof over one’s head or views shelter exclusively as 
a commodity. Rather it should be seen as the right 
to live somewhere in security, peace and dignity." 

Normative Framework: 
Protracted Violations of 
International Law

International
Human Rights Law
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This includes the security of tenure, availability of 
services, and cultural adequacy. The Committee 
has also determined in its General Comment 7 
(The right to adequate housing – forced evictions) 
that forced evictions are prima facie incompatible 
with the requirements of the Covenant, and that 
appropriate procedural protection and due process, 
and adequate alternative housing, resettlement, or 
access to productive land must be guaranteed by a 
state party to the Covenant, as is Israel. Israel’s claim 
that the Covenant does not apply in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory has been dismissed by all the UN 
human rights bodies that oversee treaty compliance.  
The UN Committee on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights is a body of independent experts 
that monitors implementation of the Covenant. In 
its 2011 concluding observations (which constitute 
the decision of the Committee regarding the status 
of the Covenant vis-à-vis a given State party), the 
Committee called upon Israel to stop forthwith house 
demolitions, forced evictions and residency revocation 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and East 
Jerusalem. After considering the state report by Israel 
on compliance with the Covenant, and the ICAHD 
parallel report, the Committee recommended that 
Israel review and reform its policies to align with 
recommendations made by ICAHD and partner 
human rights and peace organizations.

 © Activestills
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* Under the Wye River Memorandum of 1998, land reserves, amounting to 
approximately three percent of the West Bank, were supposed to be handed over to 
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allowed to utilize this area.

� Over 60 percent of the West Bank is considered Area C, where Israel 
retains control over planning and zoning among other issues.

� An estimated 150,000 Palestinians live in Area C, including 27,500 
Bedouin and other herders.

� More than 20% of communities in Area C have extremely limited 
access to health services.

� Water consumption dips to 20 litres/capita/day (l/c/d) in communities 
without water infrastructure, one-fifth of the World Health 
Organisation’s recommendation. 

� Communities depending on tankered water pay up to 400% more for 
every liter than those connected to the water network.

� 70% of Area C is off-limits to Palestinian construction; 29% is heavily 
restricted. 

� Less than 1% of Area C has been planned for Palestinian development 
by the Israeli Civil Administration.

� 560 Palestinian-owned structures were demolished, including 200 
residential structures and 46 rainwater cisterns and pools , by the 
Israeli authorities in Area C in 2011. 

� 1,006 people, including 565 children, lost their homes in 2011, over 
twice as many as in 2010.

� Over 3,000 demolition orders are outstanding, including 18 targeting 
schools. 

� The planned expansion area of the around 135 Israeli settlements in 
Area C is 9 times larger than their built-up area. (B’Tselem). 

� Approximately 300,000 settlers currently live in Area C.

KEY FACTS

 For more information, please refer to index on page 32.

Area A:
Extensive delegation of powers to the Palestinian 
Authority
Area B: 
Partial delegation of powers to the Palestinian 
Authority; joint Israeli-Palestinian security 
coordination
Area C:
Very limited delegation of powers to the 
Palestinian AuthorityScan it!

with QR reader App



"The Committee is deeply concerned about home 
demolitions and forced evictions in the West Bank, 
in particular Area C, as well as in East Jerusalem, by 
Israeli authorities, military personnel and settlers. 
The Committee urges the State party to stop 
forthwith home demolitions. The Committee also 
recommends that the State party review and reform 
its housing policy and the issuance of construction 
permits […], in order to prevent demolitions 
and forced evictions and ensure the legality of 
construction in those areas." 

Israeli policies violate the commitments made by state 
to the International Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD). Notably, 
Article 5(e)(iii) stipulates that: "States Parties undertake 
to prohibit and to eliminate racial discrimination in 
all its forms and to guarantee the right of everyone, 

without distinction as to race, colour, or national or 
ethnic origin, to equality before the law, notably in the 
enjoyment of the following rights: economic, social 
and cultural rights, in particular the right to housing." 
Nevertheless, Israel persistently refuses to provide 
information on ICERD implementation in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory. The UN Committee 
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination had 
negated in its 2007 concluding observations the Israeli 
position that the Convention does not apply in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, nor did it accept 
Israel's assertion that it can legitimately distinguish 
between Israelis and Palestinians in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory on the basis of citizenship. 

Israel is obligated under the ICERD to create and 
maintain conditions that will ensure Palestinians’ 
realization of their rights to self-determination, 
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participation without discrimination in public affairs, 
and their right, to develop and advance their respective 
communities economically, socially, culturally, and 
politically, according to their needs. Following 
consideration of ICAHD’s parallel report in advance 
of the examination of Israel’s periodic reports, the 
Committee called Israel to take immediate measures 
to eradicate apartheid policies or practices which 
severely affect the Palestinian population in the OPT, 
and which violate the provisions of the Convention 
on the prevention of racial segregation and apartheid. 
the Committee further urged Israel to reconsider its 
policies in order to guarantee Palestinian and Bedouin 
rights to property, access to land, access to housing and 
access to  natural resources, and eliminate any policy of 
“demographic balance” from its Jerusalem Master Plan 
as well as from its planning and zoning policy in the 
rest of the West Bank.

"The Committee is greatly concerned at the State 
party’s policy of “demographic balance”, which has 
been a stated aim of official municipal planning 
documents. The Committee draws the State 
party’s attention to its General Recommendation 
19 (1995) concerning the prevention, prohibition 
and eradication of all policies and practices of racial 
segregation and apartheid, and urges the State party 
to take immediate measures to prohibit and eradicate 
any such policies or practices which severely and 
disproportionately affect the Palestinian population 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory."

Following a February 2012 visit to the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem, the UN Special Rapporteur on 
the Right to Adequate Housing, Prof. Raquel Rolnik 
concluded that "the policies adopted by Israeli 
authorities severely restrict Palestinians from building 
legally through various means. Among others, Israel 
has not provided Palestinians with the necessary 
planning framework to ensure that their basic 
housing and infrastructure needs are met. Currently 
tens of thousands of Palestinians are estimated to 
be at risk of their homes being demolished due to 

unregulated building. The mere threat of demolition 
has a profound impact on families and particularly on 
children, psychological and otherwise." 

 In the West Bank the territorial fragmentation and 
the severe deterioration of Palestinian standards 
of living are furthered by decades of accelerated 
expansion of Israeli settlement units that expropriate 
land and natural resources. "To a certain extent, these 
territorial and demographic changes promoted in the 
West Bank mirror changes [that] occurred within 
the Israeli territory after 1948, where Palestinian 
presence was progressively limited in parallel to a 
disproportional support to the expansion of Jewish 
communities." Prof. Rolnik concluded that after the 
Oslo agreements Israel retained official temporary 
control over the vast majority of the occupied West 
Bank (Area C). At present more than half a million 
Israeli-Jews have settled in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem. 

"Throughout my visit, I was able to witness a land 
development model that excludes, discriminates 
against and displaces minorities in Israel which is 
being replicated in the occupied territory, affecting 
Palestinian communities. The Bedouins in the 
Negev – inside Israel, as well as the new Jewish 
settlements in Area C of the West Bank and inside 
Palestinian neighborhoods in East Jerusalem – are 
the new frontiers of dispossession of the traditional 
inhabitants, and the implementation of a strategy of 
Judaization and control of the territory."

laws relating to armed conflict and occupation 

As the Occupying Power, Israel is obligated to 
safeguard the homes of the protected persons 
(Palestinians) under international humanitarian 
law (namely the Hague Regulations and the Fourth 
Geneva Convention). Israel is bound by the Fourth 

International
Humanitarian Law



Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War, to which Israel 
is a signatory. Article 53 prohibits destruction of 
property that is not justified by military necessity. 
The Fourth Geneva Convention also prohibits the 
transfer of an occupying power’s civilian population 
into the territory it is occupying and the transfer of 
an occupied civilian population out of that territory. 
Article 49 stipulates: "Individual or mass forcible 
transfers, as well as deportations of protected 
persons from occupied territory to the territory 
of the Occupying Power or to that of any other 
country, occupied or not, are prohibited, regardless 
of their motive." Israel’s claim that the Fourth 
Geneva Convention does not apply to the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory has been consistently rejected 
by the international community, including the UN 
Security Council and the International Court of 
Justice. Further, the Hague Convention of 1907, 

Article 46, calls on state parties to respect, protect, 
and fulfill family honor and rights, the lives of 
persons, and private property, as well as religious 
convictions and practices. 

Moreover, Article 147 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention defines grave breaches of the 
Convention as those involving, among others, 
any of the following acts, if committed against 
persons or property protected by the Convention: 
inhuman treatment, extensive destruction and 
appropriation of property not justified by military 
necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly, 
and deportation or transfer of a protected 
person. According to The Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) Article 8, 
grave breaches constitute war crimes and give rise 
to individual criminal responsibility. Even states, 
such as Israel, that have not acceded to the Rome 
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Statute might still be subject to an obligation 
to co-operate with the ICC in certain cases.  
In January 2012, United Nations Humanitarian 
Coordinator for the Occupied Palestinian Territory 
Maxwell Gaylard called for an immediate end to 
the demolition of Palestinian homes by Israel in the 
occupied West Bank. 

"Israel as the Occupying Power has a fundamental 
responsibility to protect the Palestinian civilian 
population under its control and to ensure their 
dignity and wellbeing. The wholesale destruction 
of their homes and livelihoods is not consistent 
with that responsibility and humanitarian ideals. 
The current policy and practice of demolitions 
cause extensive human suffering and should end. 
Palestinians urgently require ready access to a fair 
and non-discriminatory planning and zoning system 
that meets their needs for growth and development."

Only recently, concluding a visit to the region, 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, Prof. Richard Falk stated 
that "The information I received paints a picture 
of increasing efforts by Israel to deny Palestinians 
their right of self-determination. Ever-increasing 
and expanding Israeli settlements; ever-increasing 
confiscation of Palestinian land; ever-increasing 
settler violence; and ever-increasing demolition of 
Palestinian homes and other measures to displace 
Palestinians, have the manifest effect of making self-
determination a decreasingly realizable prospect for 
Palestinians." He continued:

"The information […] inevitably leads to the 
conclusion that Israel is implementing a deliberate 
policy of forcing Palestinians out of their homes 
and off their land, in order to establish more 
illegal settlements and to proceed with the de facto 
annexation of the West Bank, if not altogether, at 
least in relation to its substantial part, a process 
aggravated by a disproportional allocation of water 
to the settlers. In this regard, the situations in 

certain parts of East Jerusalem, […] and throughout 
the Jordan Valley merit sustained and timely 
international attention and advocacy." 

In a January 2012 debauched ruling on the legality 
of Israeli quarries in the West Bank, the Israeli High 
Court of Justice has held that in many occasions under 
its rulings, the belligerent occupation of the OPT 
has unique characteristics, primarily the duration of 
the occupation that requires the disparagement of 
international law. Therefore, the Court went on to 
argue that the traditional occupation laws therefore 
need adjustment to this prolonged duration of the 
occupation. The Court’s misguided interpretation 
of international law, which seeks to modify the 
provisions of international law on the pretext of 
prolonged occupation, starkly contradicts the 2004 
ruling of the International Court of Justice: "Under 
customary international law, the Court observes, 
these were therefore occupied territories in which 
Israel had the status of occupying Power. Subsequent 
events in these territories have done nothing to 
alter this situation. The Court concludes that all 
these territories (including East Jerusalem) remain 
occupied territories and that Israel has continued to 
have the status of occupying Power." 



The tension between an occupying power’s duty 
to maintain the status quo in an occupied territory 
(presumably in anticipation of a permanent sovereign 
quickly assuming control over the territory) and its 
duty to maintain public order and safety grows 
ever more significant in the case of a prolonged 
occupation, such as Israel’s. It must therefore be kept 
in mind with regard to the right to development, 
calling on Israel to create conditions for Palestinians 
to develop and progress is therefore potentially at 
odds with its obligation to refrain from making 
legal and physical changes to the territory. However, 
ICAHD firmly holds that despite the complexities 
of the situation, Israel’s occupation can no longer 
be considered temporary and that other obligations 
should be invoked. In a short-term occupation, this 
tension would seem to favor leaving the occupied 
territory and its laws as untouched as possible, until 
such time as a legitimate sovereign assumes power 
and enacts the necessary laws, policies and practices 
to maintain safety and order. However, leaving the 
laws and urban plans of the occupied territory as 
they were when occupation began (in this case, 
more than four decades ago) could have detrimental 
consequences for the protected persons. Such 
consequences might violate the occupying power’s 
duties under international humanitarian law and 
international human rights law. 

The illegal Israeli practice of demolishing homes, 
basic infrastructure and the sources of livelihoods 
continues to shatter Palestinian communities in 
East Jerusalem and Area C. Demolitions are in 
contravention of international law and lead to a 

significant deterioration in living conditions for 
entire communities. As a result, large numbers of 
Palestinians face increased poverty and long-term 
instability, as well as limited access to basic services 
such as education, health care, water and sanitation. 
The destruction must be discontinued, and the 
damage remedied if Israel is to meet its obligations 
under international law to guarantee the human 
rights of Palestinians, and for a viable, just peace to 
be attained. 

Conclusion

"The Government of Israel should 
end its discriminatory policies 

and practices against Palestinians, in 
particular those that violate Palestinians’ 

right to adequate housing. Non-discriminatory 
planning policies that take account of natural 

growth of Palestinians should be developed and 
implemented as a matter of urgency. The current 
situations in Area C and East Jerusalem merit 
priority action by the Government in this regard. 
The General Assembly and the international 
community should more actively seek the 
implementation of their decisions, resolutions and 
recommendations, as well as those of the Security 
Council, the International Court of Justice and 
the United Nations human rights mechanisms, 
including treaty bodies and special procedure 
mandate holders, in relation to the situation of 
human rights and international humanitarian 
law in the Occupied Palestinian Territory." 
Report of the UN Secretary General to the GA 66th Session, 

September 2011.



More Facts and Figures

4.9 million Palestine refugees 
registered with UNRWA

4 million Palestinian 
in the OPT

1.4 million In Gaza

2.3 million In 
the West Bank

265,000 In East Jerusalem

1.1 million In Gaza

495,000 In Syria

848,000 In the West Bank 

1.9 million In Jordan

455,000 In Lebanon

Water
Water access per capita in 
the West Bank is 25% of 
Israeli access and declining.

Poverty rate OPT
16 % In the West Bank 
33 % In Gaza Strip

GDP 
West Bank and Gaza: 
$1,800 Per capita  
Israel: 
$27,000 Per capita

West Bank Separation Wall
When completed will expropriate 9.4 % of the West Bank. 

61.8% 
Is completed

8.2% 
Is under 

construction

Total planned 
length: 708 km

520,000 Israeli settlers in the OPT
including East Jerusalem

38%
of the West Bank 

is off-limits to 
Palestinians*

149 settlements

102 outposts

*settlements and related 
infrastructure, closed 
military zones, and declared 
nature reserves
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The Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions (ICAHD) is 
a human rights and peace organization established in 1997 to 
end Israel‘s Occupation of the Palestinian Territory. ICAHD’s 
main focus, its vehicle for resistance, is Israel‘s policy of 
demolishing Palestinian homes in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory and within Israel proper.


